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MR. PROFESSIONALISM
BRUCE E. BOHLMAN °
Randy Lee has been a fixture at the UND Law School for such a long
time that it is hard to imagine a time when he was not a part of us. He has
been an enduring and endearing presence in our lives as a faculty colleague,
consummate lawyer, administrator, advisor, friend, surrogate
father/uncle/cousin, and even disc jockey. How do you possibly measure
the man with mere words? He was an experience, a total package of what
was good in law and life-all glued together in a wonderful mixture of
humor, empathy, and being a good soul.
Randy was certainly a rock of stability who could always be counted
on to provide leadership and guidance, whether as acting Dean of the Law
School, advisor to the Law Review, serving faithfully in the North Dakota
Bar Association and the Grand Forks County Bar Association, or being a
beloved teacher and mentor. That stability was not at the expense of
personality. His sense of humor and positive outlook define him perhaps
more than anything else.
It is hard to measure his influence because it was so pervasive.
Because he was unselfish and a team player, many of his accomplishments
and contributions are not generally known. What we see is only a small
part of what he has meant to the UND Law School. Qualities like loyalty
and friendship are too often taken for granted and their importance
underappreciated. Those qualities have been lavished on us by Randy and
we will sorely miss them.
We have all been enriched by Randy's legacy of professionalism and
genuine human compassion. The best way to recognize his gifts to us is to
pass them on to others. There could be no better tribute for a man who will
always be "Mr. Professionalism" to me.
"J.D., University of North Dakota School of Law, 1969. Judge Bohlman retired as District
Judge from the Northeast Central Judicial District bench in December 2004. Appointed Surrogate
Judge in 2005, he also serves as a member of the Affiliated Faculty at the UND School of Law.

